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STORY OF THE PLAY

Let members of your congregation experience the real Christmas. They dress in Biblical attire to
partake of a Biblical meal and see the story of the manger unfold. As "guests" eating at the
crowded inn, they see Mary and Joseph turned away. Later, they see and hear the shepherds
and wise men as they learn of the glorious birth that occured. Two beautiful, original songs, one
for Mary and one for Joseph, as well as other traditional songs highlight this unique program.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(6 m, 2w, 10 flex, extras)

INNKEEPER
INNKEEPER'S WIFE
READER 1

READER 2

READER 3

READER 4

READER 5

ANGEL GABRIEL
ZECHARIAH

MARY

JOSEPH

SHEPHERD 1
SHEPHERD 2
SHEPHERD 3

WISE MAN 1

WISE MAN 2

WISE MAN 3

EXTRAS - (Optional) Could use extra shepherds and wise men.
PASTOR

CHOIR

SET and PROPS

The set should be decorated as inn would appear in Biblical times. Each table should have simple
tablecloths and candles. Props include incense to burn, altar at which to burn incense, small stool
and needle work for Mary, mat for Joseph to sleep on.
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PROLOGUE

INNKEEPER and his WIFE greet guests as they arrive at the door to the fellowship hall. Hosts
and hostesses then guide the guests to tables. All should be dressed in Biblical attire and,
depending on the weather, the guests may be as well. Each table should seat about eight people.
SCRIPTURE READERS should be mingled among the guests. Eastern music can be playing as
guests enter. If allowed by fire/safety code, candles can provide the only light in the room to set
the tone for the Biblical setting. Keep the table settings as simple as possible. Wooden or metal
dishes and simple cloth napkins are ideal. On the tables there should be fruit, crackers, bread,
and blocks of cheese to enjoy as appetizers while waiting for the play to start. After all guests are
seated the INNKEEPER and WIFE should take seats at a table near the door which they've
closed. The lights dim. )

SCENE 1

(AT RISE: ZECHARIAH is burning incense before the altar. ANGEL GABRIEL appears, standing
on the right side of the altar. Zechariah is frightened.)

ANGEL: Do not be afraid, Zechariah. | have come to tell you that your wife Elizabeth will bear a
son and you will call his name John. (ANGEL faces audience.) He will be great in the sight of
God. He wili be filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his mother's womb. He will turn many of
you to the Lord, your God. He will go before him in the spirit and power of the great prophet
Elijah, to make you ready for the Lord, to prepare the way.

(SPOTLIGHT off. SCRIPTURE READERS stand abruptly as though reading under the prophetic
influence of the Holy Spirit. They do not cite Scripture reference. They read dramatically, with

feeling.)
READER 1: “Behold, | send my messenger to prepare the way before me” -- (Malachi 3:1)

READER 2: (Immediately after 1) A voice cries in the wilderness, "Prepare the way of the Lord” -
(Isaiah 40:3)

(SPOTLIGHT on CHOIR. They sing “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.” SPOTLIGHT off Choir
and on MARY and GABRIEL. MARY is seated on a small stool, sewing perhaps.)

ANGEL: (To MARY) Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you. (MARY is alarmed.) Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. You will conceive in your womb and bear a
son and his name shall be called Jesus.

MARY: How can this be. | have no husband.

ANGEL: The Holy Spirit will come upon you. The power of the Most High will overshadow you.
(ANGEL turns slowly toward audience.) The child will be Holy...the Son of God.
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MARY: | am the handmaiden of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.

(MARY bows to ANGEL GABRIEL and he leaves. Mary alone, looking down, walking, thinking,
crosses hands over breast, looks up.)

MARY: My soul magnifies the Lord. My Spirit rejoices in God, my Savior, (Pauses musing)
Henceforth all generations will call me blessed.

(SHE sings “Mary’s Song (I Am Yours).” See page 7. Pause for effect. SPOTLIGHT off.)

READER 3: “The Lord Himself will give you a sign: A virgin will be with child and bear a son. She
will call His name Immanuel which means, God with us.” (Isaiah 7:14)

(SPOTLIGHT on CHOIR. THEY sing "Oh Come, Oh Come, Immanuel.” [Or other appropriate
song] SPOTLIGHT off choir and on JOSEPH and ANGEL. Joseph is asleep on a mat. He is
visited by ANGEL GABRIEL.)

ANGEL: Joseph, (JOSEPH awakens.) do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife...for the Child is
of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son. You shall call His name Jesus. He will save His people
from their sins. (The ANGEL exits.)

JOSEPH: Father, what are you asking me to do? Me, a lowly carpenter, raising Your Son? |
need your strength for this task!

(HE sings “Joseph’s Song (A Simple Carpenter)." See page 12. SPOTLIGHT off as he finishes
song and exits. The CHOIR should go to the tables to sit with the others as READER 4 speaks.)

READER 4: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

(A loud KNOCK is heard at the door.)

INNKEEPER: (Gets up from where HE is seated) What is that? (Drawing attention to the door,
another, louder KNOCK. HE goes to the door with his WIFE following him and opens it.
JOSEPH and MARY, both tired and Mary, very pregnant, stand at the door. Innkeeper steps
back to draw them into room.)

JOSEPH: We have traveled far. My wife is very tired and ready to give birth. Have you a room
for us?

INNKEEPER: (Looks around the room, using a hand gesture) We have many guests. (Shakes
head, looks at JOSEPH) We are filled up. We have no room.

(JOSEPH looks.at MARY, then at the INNKEEPER'S WIFE as though asking her for help.)

JOSEPH: My wife is great with child. There must be something. (Looks at INNKEEPER'S WIFE)
Can you help us?
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INNKEEPER'S WIFE: Oh, husband, there must be some place. (HE shakes his head no.) | know.
The stable. (Looks at MARY reassuringly. SHE reaches for Mary’s hand to lead her.) It is warm
and dry there. Come. I'll give you some cloths.

(SHE leads MARY and JOSEPH out of the fellowship room and returns in a few minutes to help
her husband and the hosts serve the meal. Dinner, consisting of soup, stew, or whole baked
chicken (which the guests cut) and whole loaves of bread served on wooden boards, is served.
(Or be creative with other Jewish food.) The INNKEEPER and his Wife circulate among guests,

inquiring of their needs. Playing soft Eastern music in the background during the dinner adds
atmosphere. As soon as everyone has eaten the SHEPHERDS rush in, in awed excitement, all

talking at once.)
SHEPHERD 2: Did you see that light?
SHEPHERD 1: | never saw an angel before.

SHEPHERD 3: “Don't be afraid,” He said. He told us not to be frightened, but we were anyway.
(Looks at other SHEPHERDS, who nod in agreement. If you use extra shepherds, they should
all be talking too.)

INNKEEPER: What happened? What happened?
SHEPHERD 1: We were out in the field...keeping watch over our flock.

SHEPHERD 2: An angel of the Lord appeared...full of light. The light was very bright and shone
all around. We were afraid.

SHEPHERD 3: (Nods) But the angel said "Be not afraid.” He said he brings us “good news of a
great joy which is for...(Turns fo the audience somewhat overcome and gesturing)...all the

people...all of you people.”
SHEPHERD 1: “This day is born in the City of David” --
SHEPHERD 2: “A Savior...who is” --
SHEPHERD 3: “Christ the Lord.”
SHEPHERD 1. "The babe is wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

WIFE: (Stands up, with an in-drawn breath of awe and puts her hand over her mouth) Could this
be the child in the stable? (With stricken look SHE sits back down.)

SHEPHERD 2: Then, there were so many angels all around. They just came out of no where.
We fell on our faces.

SHEPHERD 3: And then, they all praised God. They said, "Glory to God in the highest.”
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(SHEPHERDS nod in agreement. They sit on hay or stage. Shepherd/Angel Medley -- [Other
options would be the choir or have everyone join in singing lively] "While Shepherds Watch--"
"The First Noel," "Hark the Herald Angels Sing.")

INNKEEPER'S WIFE: (To the SHEPHERDS) Come, come. To the stable. (To HERSELF in
amazement) My swaddling cloths. (SHEPHERDS and WIFE exit)

(WISE MEN break in imperiously,{Through a back door, if possible} inquiring of the INNKEEPER.)

WISE MAN 1: (Looks around room, says somewhat softly) Where is He? (Looks around again,
somewhat desperate, says loudly) Where is He?

INNKEEPER: Who are you looking for?

WISE MAN 1: The King of the Jews.

(WISE MEN begin meandering through the tables, meeting the INNKEEPER at center of the
room.)

WISE MAN 2: We saw His star...(Gesturing)...in the East.
WISE MAN 3: (Seeming somewhat exhausted) We followed and followed it.
(Song: "We Three Kings" - WISE MEN sing as they meander through crowd.)

WISE MAN 1: We were told that the King would be born in Bethlehem of Judea. (All WISE
MEN nod in agreement.)

(In the darkness during the song the Nativity scene has been set on stage or at the front of the
room with JOSEPH, MARY, BABY JESUS, SHEPHERDS, and INNKEEPER'S WIFE. Add

animals if possible.)

READER 5: “But as for you, (Opens arms fo all the people) O Bethlehem, who are little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.” (Micah 5:2)

(Song: "Oh Little Town of Bethlehem.” LIGHT on Nativity Scene. INNKEEPER and WISE MEN
join the tableau. Songs for a children's choir, if desired, might include “Away in a Manger” and
“What Child Is This?” LIGHT off Nativity Scene.)

PASTOR: Let us all worship Him. (Community sing. Suggested songs include "O Come, All Ye
Faithful" "How Great Our Joy," "Angels from the Realm of Glory,” "Joy to the World," "Silent
Night," and an exit song, "Go Tell It on the Mountain." Pastor thanks everyone for coming,

acknowledges cast, says prayer, etc., dismissing group.

THE END
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Mary's Song (I Am Yours)
Music & Lyrics by
Scott Keys
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Joseph's Song (A Simple Carpenter)

Music & Lyrics by
Scott Keys
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